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The need for mechanical or power tools

Power tools such as a dremel, which is a rotary burr, are used when there is a need to re-
move crown of tooth to correct a dental problem in the horse. Such problems may occur
because of conformational abnormalities in the jaw, e.g. a parrot mouth. If the upper inci-
sors are overshot, so will the cheek teeth be. Thus, the first upper cheek teeth will develop
large hooks as will the last lower cheek teeth. If such problems are not noted early on and
the hooks are allowed to grow large, they can only be removed using a power tool. The
hooks will obviously continue to grow but if the teeth are rasped regularly, e.g. 2-3 times a
year, the amount of growth is minimal such that a rasp will be adequate to remove the over
growth at least for a time. Power tools should be used with care as it is possible to cause
thermal damage to the teeth if they are used at too high a speed. If they are used too ag-
gressively they can expose the pulp or sensitive area of the tooth. Power tools are very use-
ful for correcting some serious dental abnormalities in horses, many of which may have
been present for some time and correcting them can make a real difference to the horses

comfort day in and day out.

What constitutes bad equine dental care.

Many of the developments in equine dentistry were brought over to the UK from work done
in the USA, especially in the early 1990’s. Since that time the Americans have altered their
approach to tooth rasping after veterinary research into the implications of dental work go-
ing on was finally carried out. The “fashion” was to rasp all the teeth completely smooth on
all their surfaces which, theoretically, sounds like a good idea. However, as so often nature
is cleverer than we give her credit for. The naturally occurring ridges on a horse’s teeth are
important for saliva flow pattern through the mouth. It is saliva that cleans the teeth. Thus
interfering with its flow around the teeth causes an increase in gingivitis (gum inflamma-
tion) and gum recession and shortens the life of the tooth. Therefore, while it is important
to remove all enamel points that may press on the soft tissues of the mouth, a transverse

ridge pattern should always remain post rasping.

Horses’ teeth grow throughout life. Young horses have very long tooth roots and, as teeth
are worn down, they continue to erupt to maintain a grinding surface and the tooth root
shortens. In old age, the tooth may be so short that the tooth drops out and is no more.
The horse’s teeth continue to erupt throughout life at a steady rate provided they are abut-
ting the teeth on the opposing arcade. If the teeth are over rasped and the height of the
tooth reduced so they no longer oppose, the lack of counter pressure will cause the teeth to
“super erupt” until they oppose again. This is effectively shortening the life of the tooth as

you have artificially increased its rate of eruption, thus reducing the size of the reserve root.

With both the above conditions it can take some time (often years) before your sins will
catch up with you. During this time the horse may even have changed hands and thus no
one is really sure about the horse's previous dental history. It is very difficult to evaluate
dental work as an owner as much of it is unseen.
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